
SAP S/4HANA Finance for Group Reporting 

Gain Speed and Transparency with   
Unified Group Reporting
Close Your Books Quickly and with High Confidence  
with SAP S/4HANA® Finance for Group Reporting
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© 2020 SAP SE or an SAP affi  liate company. All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or for any purpose without the express permission of SAP SE or an SAP 
affi  liate company.

The information contained herein may be changed without prior notice. 
Some software products marketed by SAP SE and its distributors contain 
proprietary software components of other software vendors. National 
product specifi cations may vary.

These materials are provided by SAP SE or an SAP affi  liate company for 
informational purposes only, without representation or warranty of any 
kind, and SAP or its affi  liated companies shall not be liable for errors or 
omissions with respect to the materials. The only warranties for SAP or 
SAP affi  liate company products and services are those that are set forth 
in the express warranty statements accompanying such products and 
services, if any. Nothing herein should be construed as constituting an 
additional warranty. 

In particular, SAP SE or its affi  liated companies have no obligation to 
pursue any course of business outlined in this document or any related 
presentation, or to develop or release any functionality mentioned therein. 
This document, or any related presentation, and SAP SE’s or its affi  liated 
companies’ strategy and possible future developments, products, and/or 
platforms, directions, and functionality are all subject to change and 
may be changed by SAP SE or its affi  liated companies at any time for 
any reason without notice. The information in this document is not a 
commitment, promise, or legal obligation to deliver any material, code, or 
functionality. All forward-looking statements are subject to various risks 
and uncertainties that could cause actual results to diff er materially from 
expectations. Readers are cautioned not to place undue reliance on these 
forward-looking statements, and they should not be relied upon in making 
purchasing decisions.

SAP and other SAP products and services mentioned herein as well 
as their respective logos are trademarks or registered trademarks of 
SAP SE (or an SAP affi  liate company) in Germany and other countries. 
All other product and service names mentioned are the trademarks of 
their respective companies. 

See www.sap.com/copyright for additional trademark information 
and notices.
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The World of Consolidation  
Is Changing Fast

Group-level financial consolidation is a critical task 
that comes with a high level of complexity and 
risk. With numerous different business entities, 
ERP systems, accounting regulations, currencies, 
and people involved, consolidation can be a chal-
lenge. Many organizations are working in a world 
of data silos, which cause inefficiency, lost time, 
and frustration. For example, isolated systems  
often lead to incomplete accounting records, 
lengthyreconciliation processes, and even multi-
ple versions of the truth.

Conventional approaches to consolidation are 
too heavily reliant on spreadsheets or data ware-
houses and involve many time-intensive manual 
processes. When it comes to crunch time and you 
need to close your books at the end of the month, 

these outdated methods can lead to serious 
issues.

Unified consolidation offers an effective solution 
to these challenges. This new approach com-
bines local close and group close, resulting in 
substantial gains in speed, accuracy, and group-
wide transparency. Direct access to the financial 
data of group entities eliminates the need for 
multiple, separate closing tools. Local close  
data and relevant adjustments are immediately  
reflected in group reporting results without  
having to be manually transferred. As a result,  
the closing process is greatly accelerated,  
freeing up accounting and finance teams for 
more value-added activities and enabling them  
to become trusted advisors in the organization.

Financial closing can be a stressful task. Organizations often use numerous different 
tools for their accounting, which results in non-value-added reconciliation processes 
and leaves substantial room for error. When head office requires financial insights, 
they are held back by manual adjustments, data silos, and different reporting  
standards. SAP S/4HANA® Finance for group reporting leverages the simplified 
data model of SAP S/4HANA to offer an high level of transparency and speed  
in group consolidation.

With unified group reporting as part of your  
SAP S/4HANA software, you can close  
the books quickly while maintaining high  
confidence in the accuracy and complete- 
ness of the reported results.
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SAP S/4HANA Finance for group reporting is 
SAP’s answer to the changing world of financial 
consolidation. With our new solution, you have 
greater transparency and auditability as you can 
drill down from group reporting into the line 
items of individual entities. This provides you with  
a detailed view of local accounting to support 
analysis and decision-making. For external report-
ing, the solution supports data lineage and audit-
ability as you can drill down from group reporting  
to line items.

The solution automates key processes such as 
currency translation, consolidation calculations, 
and cash flow reporting. As consolidations run  
on real-time transactional data, your accounting 
and finance teams have more time to help steer 
the business and make better decisions in less 
time. In addition, total cost of ownership is re-
duced due to the simplified technology.

Thanks to the single universal journal in SAP 
S/4HANA Finance, you have a single source of 
truth for financial and management account- 
ing data. This eliminates the effort of manually 
transferring data to a central group reporting 
system and reduces the risk of errors.  

By removing data replications and redundancies, 
the system considerably simplifies processes.  
It also eliminates the need for reconciliation  
between your ERP and consolidation systems. 

SAP S/4HANA Finance for group reporting en-
ables you to:

 • Combine your financial and management  
accounting data and transactional detail into  
a single source of truth.

 • Use a single, unified data model to simplify pro-
cesses, increase productivity, and reduce risk.

 • Unify entity and group close and reduce main- 
tenance of multiple versions of master data.

 • Close the books quickly with high confidence  
in the accuracy and completeness of results.

 • Analyze financial data on the fly at different 
levels of granularity.

Unified Group Reporting and Quick  
Data Insight

With unified group reporting as part of your  
SAP S/4HANA software, you can close  
the books quickly while maintaining high  
confidence in the accuracy and complete- 
ness of the reported results.
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for Group Reporting

DATA COLLECTION
 • Direct SAP S/4HANA  
data access

 • Easy integration of  
non-SAP data

 – File/package upload
 – Manual data entry
 – Flexible data interface

PREPARATION 
 • Data validation
 • Currency translation
 • Manual journal entry  
posting

 • Intercompany reconciliation 
report

CONSOLIDATION
 • Intercompany  
elimination

 • Consolidation of investments
 • Consolidation of data  
catagories, such as plan and 
forecast

 • Versioning and simulation

REPORTING 
 • SAP Fiori embedded  
analytics

 • SAP Analysis for Microsoft Office  
(MS Excel)

 • Integrated with SAP Analytics Cloud
 • Intelligent reports with rule- 
based analysis

To create a unified platform for integrated group 
reporting, SAP S/4HANA Finance for group  
reporting can be connected to other cloud or  
on-premise solutions. Together with SAP®  
Analytics Cloud and SAP Group Reporting Data 
Collection, the solution streamlines consoli- 
dation and financial reporting on a group level. 
Moreover, the native SAP Fiori® user experience 
facilitates collaboration and provides greater 
transparency on items requiring attention.

SAP S/4HANA Finance for group reporting can 
be deployed on-premise or in the cloud. The 
cloud version receives automatic, quarterly soft-
ware updates, so you always have access to  
the latest innovations in areas such as machine 
learning and predictive analytics. For larger, 

more complex legacy landscapes, SAP S/4HANA 
for central finance foundation offers an additional 
reduced risk adoption scenario.

A Global Platform from Data Collection  
to Reporting 
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Follow us

https://twitter.com/sap
https://www.facebook.com/SAP
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sap
https://www.youtube.com/user/SAP
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